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OTTAWA, March 25,2015 — lllustrations can be helpful learning aids; they can Keyword(s)
enhance understanding or create context, and certainly can make the process more interesting.
However, this is not always the case, especially when learning the complex art of reading From date
music. A study by Professor Gilles Comeau of the School of Music concluded that decorative
illustrations in children’s piano books can actually hinder learning because they distract the To date

reader.

Comeau and his team designed an experiment using an apparatus in which three miniature
cameras were mounted on a padded headband to track and record eye movements. They
observed young piano students’ eye movements while reading piano pieces taken from popular
method books containing illustrations. The eye-tracking technology allowed the researchers to
evaluate how much time the participants spent looking at the illustrations.

They determined that the decorative pictures were distracting the participants from the musical
notation. Their data showed that the participants’ eyes were at times drawn to the illustrations
and away from the music. “This is a clear indication that students are dividing their attention
between processing the musical signs and processing the various colourful illustrations,”
explained Professor Comeau, who is also the director of the Piano Pedagogy Research
Laboratory at the University of Ottawa.

The purpose of this study was to gauge the instructional value of these illustrations and
question whether they affect the ability to read music. “Learning to read music is a complex
activity that requires time and effort in the early stages. The student has to process an
abundance of new visual information that needs to be decoded and transferred into proper
physical gestures.” This study would suggest that processing unnecessary information, such
as illustrations, could actually be detrimental to learning to read music.

“With such results, one must seriously question whether the presence of illustrations serves to
call the child’s attention away from the printed score,” concluded Professor Comeau.

An article by Professor Comeau, in which he describes the results of this study, was published

in the Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) e-Journal and was recently crowned the

journal’s article of the year for 2015.

Media inquiries

Danika Gagnon

Media Relations Officer
University of Ottawa

Office: 613-562-5800 ext. 2981
Cell: 613-863-7221
danika.gagnon @uOttawa.ca

Tweet < 5
System Requirements = Feedback = Privacy Policy = Accessibility

http://www .uottawa.ca/media/media-release-3161.html

Search

Archives

Follow uOttawa

ne

See our social media accounts

Subscribe to News releases and
announcements |

Subscribe to Experts on hot topics

o

Subscribe

Media releases and

announcements uOttawa

Experts
Email:

Subscribe

Privacy policy

Give to the University

17


http://feeds.feedburner.com/UniversityOfOttawaCurrentIssues
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/media-releases-2015.html#March
http://www.biblio.uottawa.ca/index-e.php
http://www.admission.uottawa.ca/Default.aspx?tabid=2566
http://www.uottawa.ca/about.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/experts.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/media-releases-2012.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/media-releases-2015.html#April
mailto:kleclair@uOttawa.ca
http://feeds.feedburner.com/UniversityOfOttawaNewsReleasesAndAnnouncements
http://uozone.uottawa.ca/en/frontpage
http://www.uottawa.ca/research.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/require.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uottawa.ca%2Fmedia%2Fmedia-release-3161.html&text=Illustrations%20in%20piano%20books%20aren%E2%80%99t%20all%20that%20jazz%20when%20it%20comes%20to%20learning&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uottawa.ca%2Fmedia%2Fmedia-release-3161.html&via=uOttawaArts
https://web9.uottawa.ca/services/ccs/feedback/
http://www.uottawa.ca/privacy/access-Information-protection-privacy.html
mailto:danika.gagnon@uOttawa.ca
mailto:caroline.milliard@uOttawa.ca
https://twitter.com/uottawadirect
http://www.uottawa.ca/employees.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/medias/communique-3161.html
http://alumni.uottawa.ca/Page.aspx?pid=405
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/media-releases.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/media-releases-2013.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/experts-on-hot-topics.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/media-releases-2014.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/students.html
http://www.youtube.com/uottawa
http://feeds.feedburner.com/UniversityOfOttawaCurrentIssues
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/media-releases-2015.html#January
http://www.mtna.org/publications/mtna-e-journal/article-of-the-year/
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/home.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/en
https://www.facebook.com/uottawa
http://www.uottawa.ca/email
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/excellence-in-media-relations-award.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/social-media/home.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/accessibility/
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uottawa.ca%2Fmedia%2Fmedia-release-3161.html
http://web5.uottawa.ca/admingov/privacy.html
http://feeds.feedburner.com/UniversityOfOttawaNewsReleasesAndAnnouncements
http://www.uottawa.ca/welcome.html
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/media-releases-2015.html#February
mailto:kleclair@uOttawa.ca
http://alumni.uottawa.ca/page.aspx?pid=319&utm_source=uottawa&utm_medium=templates-footer&utm_term=Give%2Bto%2Bthe%2BUniversity&utm_campaign=templates-footer
http://www.uottawa.ca/media/home.html

